Introduction to Political Science

FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions)

1) What is political science?

-  Political science is the study of many things, including voting habits, different forms of government, political orientation, and the way government functions.

2) Is political science relevant to me?

-  Almost 100% of the things you will be learning about affect your life regularly.  If you pay taxes, have an opinion about laws, or want to know what different candidates running for office stand for, you need to have an understanding of political science.  If all people had an understanding of political science, the world would function substantially better.

3. What do I have to bring to class? 

-  You are expected to bring four things to class every day:

1.  A dedicated Social Studies notebook – this means all of your notes should be in the same place

2.  An appropriate writing utensil

-  On test days, bring a #2 pencil and a functional eraser for Scantron exams.  This is your responsibility.

3.  A folder, tape, or alternative effective means to keep all worksheets, handouts, projects, etc. organized

-   Hint:  Mr. Sanders’ tests are generally very straightforward and come directly from class notes and assignments.  Don’t lose them!

 
4.  Your textbook.

4.  How hard is this class going to be?

-  Mr. Sanders truly believes that political science is absolutely necessary to learn before leaving high school.  Don’t expect to pass without considerable effort – I want you to actually know things years after you’ve taken the class.  In short – pretty hard.

Expectations:

1) Do not ask me if you can break the rules.  This applies both to the rules of this class and the school.

1) Come to class every day, on time, with a notebook and a writing utensil out and ready to use.


2) Sit in your assigned seat.

3) Copy the homework down in the beginning of class from the board.  You are responsible for this even if Mr. Sanders does not verbally announce the work.


4) Participate enthusiastically in all class activities, including those that are new 

or anxiety provoking.

5) Ask questions when you do not understand content material or what Mr. Sanders is saying. 

6) Clean up your materials prior to leaving class. 


7) Label your work!  Include both your name and the title of the activity.

8)  Conduct yourself in a respectful and intellectual manner at all times.  Having fun/making jokes is acceptable and desired in the context of a productive and respectful learning environment.
9)  During videos, do not talk or make comments interrupting others’ viewing.

10) Make suggestions for the improvement of class.  

-  You may be surprised how often I will implement your ideas. 

Policies:
1) You cannot turn in late homework.  Late homework will receive a score of zero.  I expect homework to be completed before you come to class.

2) All work missed due to an excused absence will be made up within the number of days the student was absent.  

-  Whenever possible, talk to other students to obtain the missing work before you ask me for it.

3)  Any tests or work missed for an unexcused absence will receive a grade of zero.  Do not cut class!


4)  Chronic lateness will result in a detention at my discretion.  

5)  Sleeping in class is disrespectful and will result in an immediate detention.

Grading:


A simple point system is used to determine your grade in this class.  All work is assigned a point value based upon the work’s difficulty and importance.  At the end of the marking period, your grade = points earned/points possible.  There is very little subjectivity in the calculation of your grade for this class*.  As a general guideline, assignments are typically weighted as follows:


Homework – 10 points


Tests – 50-75 points


In-class projects – 25 points

-  Things to note about this scoring system:

· Homework assignments often equal approximately 1/5 the value of a test.

· * The only subjective score given at the end of the marking period is your class participation value, equal to approximately 10% of your grade.  

-  In most cases, this score will moderately raise your grade by one to two percentage points. 

-  For students who demonstrate a very high quality and quantity of class participation, grades may be increased as much as 10%.  Hence, a raw score of 85% could result in a grade of an “A.”

-  For students who disrupt class on a daily basis or deliberately inhibit the learning of others, grades may be reduced as much as 10%.  Hence, a raw score of 95% could be reduced to an 88%.

